
From the President 
By Elizabeth Testa 

Not Your Same Old Any More, and Stronger Because of It  

M ake no mistake about itðthese days the spirit of revitalization is flooding the 

chapter with fresh energy. Committees have met, plans are underway, and still 

we seem to be looking around for more to do, or ways to improve on our traditional 

activities. Members are stepping into unfamiliar positions or creating original projects, 

and in every case, these new leaders are putting their own signatures on their efforts. 

We are so lucky to have the benefit of their dedication. 

Jeri Friesen is developing efficient new ways to track volunteer hours. Christine Peter-

son is expanding the scope of our calendar. Sherri Libby is now our website liaison, and 

already she is ñkeyboard-deepò in plans with Jeri Trausch to update www.4cbch.org. 

Anne Rapp, Margie Coates and Linda McCargar are taking turns to take our minutes 

(through April), and each will give our record the benefit of their personal styles (just as 

Sherri Libby and Pat Amthor did in Februaryðthank you!). 

Case in point: At our February general meeting, Phoebe Bechtolt unveiled the new 

trail reporting form she developed with Wendy Jorgenson, and we all gave the form a 

test ride. (And you, whoever ñreportedò on the Trail of Tears walk in 1890ðI want to 

meet you. Iôve never known anyone as old as you must be.) Eventually, the project may 

(See President Continued on page 2) 

Heôs a Bar N, Bar Noneéand No Less! 
By Sandy Young 

B uddy was introduced to readers in the October 2009 Highline. This worried-eyed 

horse I bought in 2000 finally arrived to maintain a soft eye in 2009. He is the 

subject in a series of articles Iôm preparingégreat stories for learning I do not want to 

forget. I think it is rare that one horse was able to teach me so much. 

It was not easy to keep my faith that Buddy had potential for what was becoming too 

many years of inconsistency. It was easier to have hope and patience than to admit I was 

wrong about this horse. In 2006 I put pride aside to say Iôm not the skilled horseman I 

thought I was and Buddy is not the horse I thought he could be. My 6-year investment in 

Buddy needed one more story to give this an end. 

With sign out front, Buddy saddled and on display, ownership papers ready for trans-

fer; I spent the day a street vendor at the busiest intersection in Shiprock, New Mexico. 

My intention was to sell him back to the Indians, the Navajo Nation he had been born! 

The steady stream of inquiries and camaraderie, this embrace with another culture, it 

was an experience I will always treasure. 

But fate would have it that this would not be the last story. All the deal-making fell 

through. In the days that followed, his mind seemed changed and he worked his best 

hunting season yet. All the good things I had showed him were now his ideas. His sur-

prising decisions to take new steps moved us great strides forward. His doubts were 

replaced with trust. 

I cannot explain why this day in Shiprock became his turning point. Did the sights and 

smells of the stark New Mexico landscape have something to do with it? Maybe my 

returning him to Colorado he is so appreciative I rescued again! Maybe itôs his insatia-

ble desire for my grass pasture he did not want to lose. 

(See Buddy Continued on page 6) 

February 2010  Vol. 16, No. 2 

Membership Meeting 
La Plata County Fairgrounds 

Durango, Colorado 

Thursday  

March 11, 2010 

7:00 PM 

Program 

BCH Ambassador U  

Phoebe Bechtolt and  

Education Committee 

In the February HIGHLINE  

From the President .............................. 1 

Heôs a Bar N, Bar None....................... 1 

Board Meeting Highlights ................... 2 

BCH Ambassador U ............................ 3 

4 States Ag Expo ................................. 3 

Trails Report ........................................ 4 

Volunteer Hours .................................. 4 

Our Good Fortune ............................... 5 

Just About Horses ................................ 6 

Looking over the Fence ....................... 7 

 

 

[Contact the editor, Larry Zauberis,  

at 970-247-3231 or  

by email to: larry@77outfit.com] 

www.4cbch.org 



 2 FOUR CORNERS BACK COUNTRY HORSEMEN Feb 10  

Board Meeting Highlights 

T he monthly board meeting was held Wednesday, February 

3, 2010 in the Medical Staff Library at Mercy Regional 

Medical Center. The meeting was called to order by President 

Elizabeth Testa at 7:05 PM. Board members present were Jon 

Sherer, Sandy Young, Sherri Libby, Pat Berg, Vern Friesen Bob 

Volger and Larry Zauberis. Phoebe Bechtolt and Wendy 

Jorgenson were also present. 

Treasurer ð The January treasurer report were received.  

Sandy reported the account review for 2009 had been com-

pleted. She thanked the members who helped on the committee 

and they were; Bev Warburton, Mary Coulter, Margie Coates, 

Linda Dalton, Jeri Friesen, and Sherri Libby. Sandy also com-

pleted a Income/Expense Review for the past six years.  

Secretary ð Minutes from the January meeting were approved. 

The Board is actively seeking a replacement to appoint to this 

officer position. Sherri Libby volunteered to take minutes. 

Trails Committee ð Jon Sherer announced that the Trails Com-

mittee will hold a planning meeting at Serious Texas BBQ 

(South) on February 23rd at 6 PM.  

Public Affairs ð The Board approved a $250 donation to the 

San Juan Mountains Association to support the Alternative 

Spring Break program. Students from the University of Mis-

souri will repair fences and other projects for the Spring Creek 

Herd Management from March 29th to April 2nd. On April 1st, 

there will be a BBQ in Dove Creek where supports can meet the 

students.  

Elizabeth Testa reported the meeting with Jed Botsford, Colum-

bine District Recreation Planner was very productive. Opportu-

nities for cooperation with the USFS on future projects were 

discussed. Another VIP ride was also suggested. 

Elizabeth Testa and Phoebe Bechtolt met with the La Plata 

County manager, Shawn Nau regarding the proposed road 

through Ewing Mesa. They were able to express concerns about 

maintaining the trail system on the mesa and in Horse Gulch 

with a connection top the future fairgrounds location. Concern 

over the impact on wildlife in the area was also expressed. Bob 

Volger will compose a letter to the county to express 4CBCH 

interests in this development. 

Education ð Wendy Jorgenson presented a plan to develop a 

guide to trails in the region. The format for acquiring informa-

tion would address location and direction to trailheads, general 

trail description and trailhead facilities (trailer parking etc.)  

Tack Sale ð Sherri Libby reported that vendor booth spaces are 

selling well. Lunch service may be provided by two local 4H 

groups. Insurance has been secured.  

Membership ð Phoebe Bechtolt reported on marketing ideas 

she has to promote interest membership in the community.  

Other Business ð Christine Peterson has volunteered to handle 

the 4CBCH calendar for the Highline and website.  

The next board meeting is scheduled on Wednesday, March 3rd 

at 7:00 PM at Medical Staff Library in Mercy Regional Medical 

Center. Interested members are welcome to attend. 

nnnnn 

add links to the maps on the USFS website (thanks, Tess 

Stransky and Don Kelly, for reminding us about them)ð

however, even without maps, these guides will give riders first-

hand reports of trailhead and trail conditions from the horsemanôs 

perspective. Nothing beats having a name and phone number to 

call for more detailsðor possibly a riding companion. Plus, who 

knows? Filling out a form may nudge some members to partici-

pate in more 4CBCH activities! The board of directors gave 

Wendy and Phoebe our full support for this projectðhow could 

we not, given the usefulness of the results and the generosity of 

the volunteer coordinators? 

The trail report project is only one example of members apply-

ing their initiative to benefit the chapter. And thatôs kind of the 

point: just as we have done since 1995, the ways we fulfill our 

purpose will continue to change as members bring their individ-

ual creativity to bear. The secret to ensuring the vitality of a vol-

unteer organization is wise evolution. We have to welcome dif-

ferent and refreshing ideas, make sure they support our mission, 

and then give them a fair chance, in the same way that we allow 

for (and enjoy) our membersô unique operating styles. 

Itôs a fitting tribute to our strength in the 4CBCH 15th anniver-

sary year that we should be looking for yet more ways to better 

serve our members, the trail-riding public, the lands agencies, and 

the community at large. We can handle change, so bring on those 

new ideas. Underneath it all, our commitment to the BCH mis-

sion remains rock steady. 

nnnnn  
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Pure, Safe, and Beneficial  

Quality Health and Wellness Products  

Margie Coates  

970 -903 -7847  

abundant.team@gmail.com 

Pat Amthor  

970 -382 -0980  

sleepyfoxranch@orionzone.net 

arbonne.com  

Save Time and Money!  

One stop shop  
 for shampoo, conditioner, vitamins,  

baby care, spf, skin care, make -up, shaving gels, 
weight control, anti -aging,  

and so much more! Save 20 to 80%  on items  
you already buy!  

Order Online, Ships to Your Door!  

 Use botanical, safe, non -toxic products, with a  
45 day guarantee! We even have Autoship!   
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Four States Ag Expo & BCH Gathering 

T he Four States Ag Expo, March 18-21, is hosting an ex-

panded horse program this year. Watch for Karen Scholl 

(Horsemanship for Women), Moses Woodson (gaited horses), 

Jena Cody, a Parelli master trainer, and Ann Streett-Joslin, a 

CHA certified riding instructor. ñOurò Dr. Juliet Getty will be 

speaking on how to ñFeed Your Horse Like a Horse.ò The Four 

Corners Draft Horse, Mule and Carriage Association will present 

hands-on clinics on driving techniques. Jason Patrick is bringing 

his ranch crew to Cortez for Rescued to RideÊ, a special four-

day event in which they will give 10 rescued colts a good start for 

a brighter future. Theyôll be using colts from Spring Creek Horse 

Rescue (Gem Village) and Four Corners Equine Rescue (Aztec). 

Ranch Sorting and a Ranch Rodeo will top the program for Satur-

day. So, there are lots of good reasons for horsemen to make their 

way to Cortez for this great event. 

But the best reason of all is our second annual BCH gathering, 

from 10-12 on Sunday morning, upstairs in the main exhibit hall. 

BCH members from at least five chapters will be on hand, for 

schmoozing and snacking and sharing ideas. Donôt miss that! 

Speaking of BCH, weôre listed on the agenda for teaching pack-

ing seminars, but we can still use help thereðany takers? Itôs a 

terrific opportunity to get some attention for the excellent skills 

our members have honed over the years in the back country. 

Please let me know. 

For more information, go to www.FourStatesAgExpo.com or 

contact Elizabeth at 259-1581 or etesta@sunriselane.com. 
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Comprehensive new reference by 

Juliet M. Getty, Ph.D.  

Feed Your Horse Like A Horse  

Optimize your horse's nutrition for a 
lifetime of vibrant health 

 

FeedYourHorseLikeAHorse.com 

970-884-7187 

DrGetty@GettyEquineNutrition.biz  

 
The best way we can show respect for our equine 

friends is to honor how they're made.  

FRANK õS  

H OME  R EPAIR  & H ANDYMAN  

· Remodeling  

· Electrical  

· Wood Decks  

· Plumbing  

· Barn Construction  

· Masonry  

· Carpentry  

Frank Amthor  

Owner  

 

(970) 382-2980 

BCH Ambassador U 
By Elizabeth Testa 

T he March general meeting program, BCH Ambassador 

U, is for two kinds of people: the ñsaddle diplomatsò who 

like to talk about the BCH, and the ones who want to get more 

comfortable with doing that. In other words, because we learn 

best from each other, BCH Ambassador U is for everyone. 

Walking the BCH walk (or rather, ñriding the rideò) comes as 

second nature to most of us, but talking the talk might not. At the 

March meeting, weôll prepare ourselves with ñsaddle 

speechesò (a.k.a. the ñelevator speechò of corporate America) that 

catch the listenerôs attention with quick facts about who we are 

and what we do. And weôll discuss other ways for BCH outreach. 

No lectureðweôll break into small group sessions to practice 

on each other. To sweeten the incentive, weôll award PRIZES:  

· Saddle Diplomacy Award: Best speech by popular vote 

· Glad Hand Award: Most potential contacts 

· Best Booster Award: Most memberships by one person in 

other horse and/or civic organizations 

No hard-sell pitches, either; gaining new members is the first 

goal, of courseðbut simply raising the public awareness of our 

organization creates helpful support when we have to negotiate 

with the land management agencies to preserve our right to trails 

access. So, come to the March meeting ready to laugh and learn, 

and be prepared to emerge fully qualified with a degree in saddle 

diplomacy from BCH Ambassador U. 
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BRING YOUR HORSES!  

Experience true Backcountry trail riding  

in the Land of Enchantment  

We can accommodate up to 6  

in our comfortable 3br/2ba Guesthouse  

in a spectacular setting near Abiquiu, NM  

(1½ hours south of the Colorado border)  

For pics, rates, and more information please visit us at:  

www.NewMexicoOutdoor.com  
505Å901Å7321 

Sheryl Lynde  
John Lyons Certified Trainer  

Bayfield, Colorado  
760 -285 -0160  

www.sheryllyndeclinics.com  

Ð Foundation Training  

Ð Colt Starting  

Ð Problem Solving  


