
Hermosa Creek Work Group 
By Elizabeth Testa 

Some background for the letter that follows: The Hermosa Creek Work Group was 

initially formed in 2006 to develop significant watershed protections for Hermosa 

Creek; it functions under the formal name of ñRiver Protection Work Group.ò During 

the course of stakeholdersô discussions (and following the initial comment period for the 

San Juan National Forest Management Plan in 2008), the scope of the HCWG purpose 

grew to include land protections for the entire creek watershed. The group eventually 

concluded that legislation would provide the best protection for the area; this legislation 

would define wilderness and ñunroadedò areas inside of an enveloping Special Manage-

ment Area, all of which would be under the management of the SJNF. 

(See Hermosa Continued on page 6) 

From the President 
By Elizabeth Testa 

Radiating Energy  

T his chapter never stops amazing me. Itôs Januaryðjust January!ðand already 

we have almost a full complement of committee chairs and volunteers, who have 

jumped in and started plans in motion for what promises to be a satisfying year. 2010 is 

our 15th anniversaryðand we have matured into a smart, energetic, enthusiastic chapter, 

havenôt we? Oh, yes, letôs do stop shoveling and plowing long enough to brag on our-

selves a little! 

But now that weôve achieved this grand old age, itôs time to consider how we go one 

from here. What we do is important; in fact, itôs important enough to put plans in mo-

tion to assure a future for the chapter. So letôs all agree to consider this the Year of the 

Mentor, a year in which we find, train and inspire the next generation of BCH members 

and leaders. Any one of our committee chairs, and all of our board members, are look-

ing for their replacementsðsome for next year, and others for a bit further down the 

trail. Our energy should radiate into the years to come. 

For inspiration, check out whatôs already underway for 2010ðitôs only a partial listð

and remember: The more involved you are, the more rewarding your membership will 

be.  

Some 2010 kick-offs: 

V Tack Saleð19 volunteers met on January 16 to launch plans for the April 10 sale. 

Another 19 people emailed to sign up to work at the sale. Don Kelly and Margie 

Coates have planning well in hand, and vendor spaces (see Sherri Libby for these) 

are selling like flapjacks on a camp stove griddle.  

V Trails CommitteeðNeither snow, nor sleet, nor snow (nor snow!) kept the Trails 

Committee from meeting January 21 and roughing out a schedule for 2010. Our 

trail bosses are planning to cover a lot of miles this year, and sawyers and buckers 

and Pulaski-wielders are always welcome. 

V Trail Guides ProjectðWendy Jorgenson has plunged into this project at a full gal-

lop and Phoebe Bechtolt joined in with equal enthusiasm. Now, rumor has it that 

Margie Coates and Bev Warburton are making contributions. Excellentðbut the 

(See President Continued on page 3) 
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Public Affairs ð Elizabeth Testa, Jon Sherer, Bob Volger, 

Sandy Young, Larry Zauberis, and Kathy Sherer met with the 

Hermosa Creek Drafting Committee to voice concerns. They 

invited us to submit formal comments as a group, which has 

been done. Our letters will be addressed more fully at their next 

meeting. 

Elizabeth Testa invited everyone to attend her meeting with Jed 

Botsford on February 2, 11:30, in Bayfield. Sandy, Vern and 

Art will also attend. 

Elizabeth Testa and Phoebe Bechtolt will meet with Shawn Nau 

at the La Plata County Court House on January 20, 4:00, re-

garding the Ewing Mesa Road.  

Phoebe reported a Civil Engineer has been chosen for the Lake 

Nighthorse Recreation Plan. 

Bob Volger suggested we subscribe to newsletters of the or-

ganizations that participated in the Share the Trails Summit. He 

volunteered to receive them.  

Education ð Elizabeth described the proposed 4CBCH clinics 

for 2010. The tentative topics are: 

· February: San Juan Trail Riders 

· March:  Medicine Horse Therapeutic Riding 

· April:  Tack Sale Prep 

· May:  possible Equine Nutrition 

· June:  possible Map/Compass/Survival training 

· July:  Knot Tying  

The 4H youth will probably not be participating in our June 12 

packing clinic. They have another event planned for that date. 

Bob Volger would like to see us educate adult bicyclists about 

horse interaction the same way we do with the children. He will 

make some contacts. Larry suggested putting posters up in bike 

shops.  

Social ð Kathy will start turning more of the Social Chair re-

sponsibilities over to Stefany Rhodes.  

Johnna Blanchard was suggested as a possibility for taking over 

the coordination of parades.  

Membership ð Phoebe Bechtolt, Carol Capps, Jim Libby, and 

Georgean Chapman have been working on a marketing plan. 

Phoebe will email it to the board.  

Other Business ð The tack sale will be April 10th. Tack Sale 

planning is underway. Laura Scarafiotti will secure the tack sale 

insurance.  

Biff Stransky and Frank Amthor discussed the Pine River park-

ing lot with the USFS. They believe this project needs to start 

over.  

The next board meeting is 

scheduled on Wednesday, 

February 3rd at 7:00 PM at 

Medical Staff Library in 

Mercy Regional Medical 

Center. Interested members 

are welcome to attend. 

nnnnn 

 

Board Meeting Highlights 

T he monthly board meeting was held Wednesday, January 

6, 2010 in the Medical Staff Library at Mercy Regional 

Medical Center. The meeting was called to order by President 

Elizabeth Testa at 7:00 PM. Board members present were Jon 

Sherer, Kathy Sherer, Sandy Young, Sherri Libby, Pat Berg, Vern 

Friesen and Bob Volger Phoebe Bechtolt, PAC was also present. 

Treasurer ð The November and December treasurer reports 

were received.  

Bev Warburton will conduct the annual account review the last 

week in January.  

The domain name registration is due for the 4CBCH web site. 

The board authorized Sandy to pay the registration for several 

years in order to get the greatest discount. 

The board voted to continue our memberships for 2010 in San 

Juan Mountains Association, Colorado Trail Foundation, Colo-

rado Horse Council, and Trails 2000.  

Kathy Sherer reported on the expenses for the Christmas party 

which the board resolved.  

Secretary ð November general minutes and November board 

minutes were approved. 

Trails Committee ð The board discussed the Barrier Project, 

which is a project of the Trails Preservation Alliance. At no cost 

to the Columbine District, they would install barriers on appro-

priate trails to prevent encroachment of ATVs and full size ve-

hicles. They have asked for our input to ensure that the barriers 

are a width that would allow the passage pack animals. Vern 

will put a large pack on his small horse to check the width that 

is needed.  

Phoebe Bechtolt and Wendy Jorgenson are working on compil-

ing Trail Guide sheets and have come up with a format. These 

will be made available at general meetings and on our web site.  

Art said the 2009 volunteer hours were reported to the BLM, 

USFS, and Colorado State Parks. The total was 1,450 hours, 

which is an increase from last year. Art said a new Volunteer 

Hours Coordinator with experience in Excel is needed. 

Jon Sherer will talk to Trail Bosses about allowing members to 

participate. There is also interest from the membership in hav-

ing more pot lucks at the work projects.  

Tip-ofðthe-Month: 

When you get to where 

youõre goinõ, the first 

thing to do is take care of 

the horse you rode in on. 

 from Texas Bix Bender 

BRING YOUR HORSES!  

Experience true Backcountry trail riding  

in the Land of Enchantment  

We can accommodate up to 6  

in our comfortable 3br/2ba Guesthouse  

in a spectacular setting near Abiquiu, NM  

(1½ hours south of the Colorado border)  

For pics, rates, and more information please visit us at:  

www.NewMexicoOutdoor.com  
505Å901Å7321 
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doorôs not shut on other contributors! 

V Marketing and MembershipðWith co-chairs Phoebe Bech-

tolt and Georgean Chapman, weôre expecting an expansion 

of outreach this year, plus continuation of the gracious wel-

come our chapter is famous for. 

V SocialðWith the help of committee members Stefany Rho-

des and Johnna Blanchard, Kathy Schuetz, our new chair, 

will arrange for the favorites (parades, Bar-D, Cowboy Gath-

ering), but sheôs got some new plans in her saddlebag as 

well, and would love to have some more help. 

V Special Pine River Trailhead ProjectðChair Frank Amthor 

is gearing up for us possibly to complete it this year. He 

wonôt be looking to do the work by himselfðthatôs a broad 

hint. 

V Public AffairsðAlready weôre involved this year with public 

agencies, learning whatôs happening around the area and 

giving our comments. Most recently, BCH weighed in infor-

mally on the proposed (long term) road plan across the BLM 

in Grandview/Horse Gulch. Got an area of the forest youôre 

passionate about? The PAC can channel your interest to in-

form the members about any agency plans for it. 

These are only the highlights of plans that have been launched 

so far in 2010. Clip out the full list of board members and com-

mittee chairs included in this issue, so when the inspiration to get 

involved strikes you, youôll know who to call. The future of the 

4CBCH starts with you, and radiates outwards. 

nnnnn  

(Continued from page 1) 

ñBCH Festò at 4 States Ag Expo in Cortez 

Sunday, March 21 ï 10 a.m.-Noon 

Montezuma County Fairgrounds, Main Exhibit Hall, 

Classroom A (upstairs) 

F or the second year, our local BCH groups will be holding a 

ñBCH Festò at the Four States Ag Expo in Cortez, CO. We 

meet for a couple of hours to share ideas, network with each 

other, nd charge up our chapters for the coming busy seasons. 

Then we go out and enjoy the great horse and livestock programs, 

food, and shopping at the Ag Expoðtogether with our new-

found BCH friends.  

Weôve invited all the Colorado chapters to participate, and 

since itôs the Four STATES Ag Expo, we are also expecting rep-

resentatives from the Three Rivers chapter in Farmington, NM, 

and hope to see some folks from Moab, UT, the San Luis Valley 

and possibly Grand Mesa. 

Expo admission is only $5.00 and parking is free. The full Ag 

Expo schedule is now posted online at 

www.FourStatesAgExpo.com. Itôs a four day event, full of fun 

and educational and inspiring events. And really, the horse pro-

gram just keeps getting better. 

Get revved up for another great BCH year, and join us for our 

regional ñBCH Festò at the Ag Expo. 

nnnnn 

Help Wanted! 

T hanks to the generosity of members who stepped in with a 

resounding ñYESò to serving in capacities large or small, 

we have only two vacancies as of January 20. Can you fill either 

of these? 

Chapter Secretary: The position offers a great chance to be at 

the heart of all chapter news and decisions, attend two lively 

meetings every month with people you enjoy, and get the satis-

faction of being part of the BCH action. You do need to be com-

fortable with Word and with sending attachments and messages 

via email, and you need to be available the first Wed and second 

Thursday of every month (or at least, most of them). Kathy 

Sherer has a written description, if youôd like to know more: 

jksherer@q.com or 884-2355. Not only is this one of the most 

important jobs the chapter offers, it is also one of the most re-

warding, short of being ñboots on the groundò (or in the stirrup)! 

Calendar Coordinator: 4CBCH keeps a central calendar, and 

from it flows the information to the committee chairs, the High-

line, the Yahoo Group and the website. The job simply requires a 

monthly update in time for the Highline, with copies to the Ya-

hoo coordinator (Kathy Schuetz, the committee chairs (list pro-

vided) and the webmaster (Jeri Trausch). You need to be com-

fortable with the computer; you can use our existing template 

(MS Word) or invent one of your own. Be the first to know about 

every BCH activity! 

If either of these jobs grabs your attention, please contact Eliza-

beth at 970-259-1581 or etesta@sunriselane.com. 

nnnnn 

Comprehensive new reference by 

Juliet M. Getty, Ph.D.  

Feed Your Horse Like A Horse  

Optimize your horse's nutrition for a 
lifetime of vibrant health 

 

FeedYourHorseLikeAHorse.com 

970-884-7187 

DrGetty@GettyEquineNutrition.biz  

 
The best way we can show respect for our equine 

friends is to honor how they're made.  

January is National Mentorship Month 

By Tess Stransky  

B ack in 2006, Biff and I began a mentorship program that 

got off to a great start, but unfortunately, has been on 

cruise for a couple of years due to my medical issues. Anyway, 

weôre back at it again for the coming year. 

Basic & Advanced Horsemanship, Backcountry Packing and 

Frontcountry Camping have been the most popular. If you would 

like to be a mentor for any of these or another skill, please let me 

know by February 1. If you would like to learn from a mentor, 

(become a protégée) please contact me by March 1. This program 

is a perk for members only and certainly provides plenty of op-

portunities to become safer and more knowledgeable horsemen. 

Call us at 884-4252 or email us @ biff_tess@yahoo.com soon. 

nnnnn 
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 Close To Home Animal Care  

Individualized care in their home setting  

Medications on schedule  

Free initial consultation  

Wendy Fielding 
Someone to depend on!  

970.884.8018  
Bonded 

Trails Committee Report 

January 2010 

By Jon Sherer 

G iven the recent snowstorms, trail riding of any sort has 

now come to a halt (whoa). We rode in Cemetery Wash 

just a week ago and the parking area was full of trailers. Other 

than the usual icy area going around the bend, the footing in the 

wash was good and it felt great to get out on the back of a horse. 

Now Iô m sure even those washes are deep with snow. 

So, now that we canôt ride, itôs a good time to make our plans 

for the coming season. We tried to do that Thursday, January 21 ï 

the day of the blizzard of 2010! Needless to say, not many people 

were able to slog through the snowy roads and make it to the 

meeting. But some folks just never give up, so we had a meeting 

with Sandy Young, Art & Pat Berg, and myself. We came up 

with some dates for trail projects and some good ideas for how 

we might help out the Colorado Trail Foundation during the week 

that theyôll be working on our adopted section of trail. 

There were numerous other members who wanted to attend the 

Trails Planning meeting but were unable to make it to this meet-

ing. Consequently, I plan to set up another meeting within the 

next month so that we can discuss many other issues related to 

trail projects. I will keep you posted when a date is set. 

nnnnn 

Junior Cyclists Learn Horse Safety 
By Phoebe Bechtolt 

I  n June 2009 and in early November 2009, Development 

(DEVO) Junior Cyclists learned how to interact safely with 

horses on trails. Sarah Tescher is a leader for youth mountain 

biking and asked the Four Corners Back Country Horsemen if we 

could work with the youth she teaches to learn about how to 

safely encounter horses when riding their mountain bikes. In June 

we met at the Dry Creek trail head to roll out our first session of 

learning. On that particular day, Sarah had a group of boys and 

girls with an average age of 10. On November 4th, we met at the 

Sale Barn trail head and we taught a group of girls of asimilar age 

about horse trail safety. These girls did very well learning and 

also enjoyed playing with my horses, Stella and Sunshine. 

At these sessions both Sarah and I talk to the children about 

what and how to act when they encounter horses on the trail. The 

kids are encouraged to ask any questions they have about the 

encounters or horses in general. Once we are done with discuss-

ing the scenarios, we practice them on the trail. As the horse per-

son I go up and down the trail while each child practices encoun-

tering me from the front and back. Some of the basic actions we 

tell them to take are: speak up or make some kind of noise as 

soon as you see a horse- no matter how far away, do not sneak up 

quietly behind a horse, ask the rider if you should get off your 

bike and ask if it is ok to pass. We encourage communication and 

continual talking when going past the horse. 

Sarah told me that there are approximately 150 children in the 

local Development Junior Cycling program. I am hoping next 

year to formalize the program a little more and to interact with as 

many of these young people as possible.  

nnnnn 

TACK  SALE  * T ACK  SALE  * T ACK  SALE   
By Don Kelly and Sherri Libby 

Get Ready for Our Annual Tack Sale  

D o you know what you are doing on Friday, April 9th and 

Saturday April 10th? Well I can tell you we would LOVE  

to have you, your GREAT  attitude and your strong back for the 

annual 4CBCH Tack Sale!  

Yes, we would love to have your un-used and pre-owned tack 

too. This TACK SALE  helps get your unused tack to folks who 

are looking for that very thing you set aside. Letôs put money in 

your pocket and a tack on a different horse! 

We still have snow on the ground, but now is a good time to 

organize all that tack not being used, and have items ready for our 

annual Tack Sale. Make sure all saddles, bridles, blankets and 

anything you have for sale are clean so the buyer will want to 

purchase the items.  

Important dates are: 

· Early Check-in: Friday, April 9, 1-7 PM. 

· Early Check-in: Saturday, April 10, 8-9 AM.  

· Public Sale:  Saturday, April 10, 9 AM to 3 PM. 

Set those dates aside and mark your calendar. Come help your 

chapter with this fundraiser, and help your equine community 

with getting good tack into new hands! Itôs fun work! Come join 

us! All the cool Buckaroos are doing it, why not you too! Ióll see 

ya there! 

Letôs make this yearôs Tack Sale the biggest and most fun for 

all who participate whether selling or working during the sale.  

nnnnn 

FRANK õS  

H OME  R EPAIR  & H ANDYMAN  

· Remodeling  

· Electrical  

· Wood Decks  

· Plumbing  

· Barn Construction  

· Masonry  

· Carpentry  

Frank Amthor  

Owner  

 

(970) 382-2980 
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States, and Triple Crown returned the questionnaires within days. 

All the others either declined or didnôt respond. It was alarming 

to me that among the list of manufacturers who did NOT partici-

pate were Purina, Land OôLakes, and Farnam. One possible ex-

planation for their absence could be that those names DO show 

up in the list of FDA feed recalls for the last eight years. One 

reason for these recalls was elevated aflatoxin levels (the most 

potent of all the toxins). 

The questions asked in this survey focused on simple protocols, 

such as screening ingredients for safety and quality and using 

proper precautions when using pesticides and in storage of the 

feed. Another question was ñWhat is the USDA grade of grains 

used in your feeds?ò You would want to see #1 or #2 grains in 

your feed because lower-grade grains arenôt just less nutritious, 

theyôre potentially dangerous. Have you had a horse thatôs been 

very sick and your vet couldnôt figure out why?  

Both Basin Co-Op and Farmers Supply carry at least one of 

these four manufacturerôs feeds. Iôve been using Triple Crown for 

years and Iôm not about to change. If youôd like to subscribe to 

Horse Journal call 800-829-9145. If youôd like to order the June 

2009 issue to read the entire Grain and Your Horse article, call 

800-424-7887.  

nnnnn 

Just About Horses 
by Katy Sherer 

Letting the Cat Out of the 

(Grain) Bag  

M y sister-in-law recently sent me 

some of her back issues of Horse Journal. 

This is a newsletter that describes itself as ñThe product, care, 

and service guide for people who love horses.ò Itôs full of product 

comparison studies, and you wonôt find a single advertisement on 

any of its pages. The survey called Grain and Your Horse in the 

June 2009 issue was pretty eye-opening. Hereôs what I thought 

you should know:  

Sixty-five manufacturers from across the country were asked to 

participate in a survey on horse feed that focused on basic safety 

issues and grain quality. Only 4 out of the 65 were willing to an-

swer the survey questions! Bluebonnet, King Feeds, Southern 

4CBCH Officers and Board of Directorsð2010 

President Elizabeth Testa 

Vice President Jon Sherer 

Treasurer Sandy Young 

Secretary Kathy Sherer 

2-year term Vern Friesen 

1-year term Pat Berg 

1-year term Bob Volger 

Committee Chairmen 

Public Affairs Bob Volger 

  Sandy Young 

  Phoebe Bechtolt 

Trails  Jon Sherer 

Special Projects 

 Pine River CG Frank Amthor 

 Trail Guide Wendy Jorgenson 

  Phoebe Bechtolt 

Volunteer Hours Christine Peterson 

Education & Programs Robin Williams 

 Clinics Elizabeth Testa 

  Margie Coates 

 Mentorship Tess Stransky 

Marketing & Membership Phoebe Bechtolt 

  Georgean Chapman 

Social  Kathy Schuetz 

  Stefany Rhodes 

Monthly Raffle Carol Capps 

  Ottie Otterstein 

Yahoo Group Kathy Schuetz 

Youth & family Programs Georgean Chapman 

Media Newsletter Larry Zauberis 

 Publicity Ottie Otterstein 

 Website Jeri Trausch 

BCHCO State Representatives 

Bob Croll BCHCO Representative 

Larry Zauberis BCHCO Representative 

Frank Amthor Alternate 

Art Berg  Alternate 

 Calendar of Upcoming Events 
[Editor Note: The Highline needs a volunteer to research and 

compile the 4CBCH and regional events for the calendar page. 

See the Help Wanted article on page 3 for a full description.] 

Pure, Safe, and Beneficial  
Quality Health and Wellness Products  

Margie Coates  
970 -903 -7847  

abundant.team@gmail.com 

Pat Amthor  
970 -382 -0980  

sleepyfoxranch@orionzone.net 

arbonne.com  

New Tasty Ready to Drink Protein  
Shakes for meal replacement  

50% discount on all weight loss  
products for the month of February!  


