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  From the President’s Pen 

  By Kathy Sherer 

First, I want to give many thanks to Rachael Mikelson for all the work 
she did as president of this chapter over the past three years. Not only 
did she keep us on track while working a demanding, full-time job, but 
she also managed to plan a wedding that made her an instant wife and 
mother last summer. We hope to see her back on occasion ~ whenever 
she gets time! 

As I’ve been preparing to take over as president, I knew there were 
certain changes that needed to be made due to the way our membership 
has changed over the years. My top 3 priorities were: 

1. Tack Sale 

   We’ve gotten too small to properly manage this annual sale. More 
volunteers and efficient software were needed to make the sale a 
success (and to lower my stress level). However, stopping the sale 
altogether meant the end of a very popular and needed community 
service.  
   I thought of the 4-H because I had recently met a “4-H mom” and 
her daughter. I also knew the coach of the 4-H Drill Team. A couple  
of conversations later, and they were not only on board, but very  
excited. Halleluiah!  
   The 4CBCH Board and hopefully, many of you, will be working 
closely with them to ensure their success. 

2. Trail Projects 

   For a few years now, it has been difficult to find members who are 
able to do trail maintenance (our main objective). For this reason, we 
have often been giving trail support to other groups by packing in/
out their equipment. This has given groups like the USFS, SJMA, 
and SWCC more time and a greater ability to do the actual work.  
So why not make this our specialty, I wondered. 
   Recently, a meeting took place between two of our Board mem-
bers and representatives from the USFS and SJMA. They were 
thrilled by the idea, and plans started to be made for 2024. 

3. Meeting Presentations 

   We have always tried to have a speaker at all of our membership 
meetings to present on a variety of topics, but attendance is often 
quite low. At the November meeting, however, we had no speaker 
and I changed the seating arrangement to a circle for a roundtable 
discussion. YES! Several topics were covered and all 22 people had 
a chance to ask questions and voice their opinions. This will now be 
our new meeting format, and we will only have speakers on special 
occasions. 
HAVE QUESTIONS? BRING THEM TO THE NEXT MEETING! 
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NO JANUARY MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

NEXT MEETING 

Thursday, February 15 

6:30 PM Florida Grange 

Come at 6:00 and warm up with Linda’s 

ham & bean cheese beer soup! 
 

Pondering 2024 

By Donna Ashworth 

 

No, 2024 perhaps won’t be your best year yet.  
Nor will it be the worst. 
You see, a year is a mosaic of absolutely everything. 
Joy, fear, heartache, loss, beauty, pain, love. 
Failure, learning, friendship, misery, exhilaration. 
Each day, each moment even, is a tiny shard of glass 
in this beautiful, confusing creation. 
2024, like all the years before, will be another mosaic 

to add to your wall of art. 
A wall that shows the life you are continuously gifted. 
A wall that shows you are human. 
A wall of survival. 
I wish you many broken pieces of glass this year, my 
friends. 
Because this is living. 
And before you march on in to another year of 
‘everything’, pause to look back at the work you have 
created thus far. 
It is quite something. 
You are quite something.  
Now on we go, my friends. 
Onwards we very much go. 
 

4CBCH 2024 Board of Directors 

 

Continuing Board Members 

Kathy Sherer—President (jksherer1@outlook.com) 
Chuck Wanner—Vice President 

Ed Tolen—Treasurer 
Linda Boulder—Secretary 

Larry Zauberus—State Rep. 
Katie Minkler 

 

New Board Members 

Marcos Costa 

Andrew Carroll 
Katie O’Hare 

Michele Meshew 

 

Committee Chairs 

Jon Sherer—Trails 

Ed Tolen—Public Affairs 

Mykah Meshew—Youth Rep 

 

Board Meeting Dates 

1st Wednesday of the month 

February through November 

Social Rides 

At the November membership 
meeting, a big discussion took place 
about social rides. We heard you! 

Even though our mission is to 
“ensure that public lands remain 
open to recreational stock use,” we 
know that many people join to meet 
people to ride with. We want them as 
members too! 

We do need to attract members in 
order to keep our chapter strong, so 
this is something we’ll be working 
on, but we need Trail Guides. Please 
contact a Board member if you’re 
interested. 

Have You Renewed Your Membership? 

 

If you joined after October 1, 2023, you are covered for 2024. 
To pay with Paypal or credit card: 

Go to 4cbch.org and open the “Membership” tab 

Select a membership level, then fill out the form 

Pay with Paypal or credit card 

(To pay by credit/debit card, you need to click on Paypal first.) 

To pay with cash or check: 

Go to 4cbch.org 

Open the “About Us” tab and select “Applications & Forms” 

Select “Membership Application” and print it out 

Send to P.O. Box 3521 with your cash or check 

Applications are also available at meetings or from a Board member. 
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LPC Humane Society Pet of the Month 

Meet Doc, a 5-year-old Coonhound mix. This guy is very laid back and 
polite with other dogs. He loves human affection and wants to take  
a walk with you.  

For more information, please call 970-259-2847. 

FCER Horse of the Month 

 Meet Snickers, a handsome, 16-year-old, Bay gelding. 
He loves attention and has a mellow attitude. This gentle 
giant needs a loving home. He is up-to-date with all his 
vaccinations. 

For information about Snickers or any of his friends 
here at FCER, please contact us at 505-334-7220 or visit 
www.fourcornersequinerescue.org.  

Florida Grange Entrance Changed 

Remember that you can no longer access the Grange from Hwy. 172 for our membership meetings. The new 
access is located just down Hwy. 172 to the south of the grange. It is the new paved road on the east side of the 
highway that leads into the new Mesa Subdivision. Just follow the signs and arrows.  

Thank you to Linda Humble for her years  
of service as Treasurer on the 4CBCH Board  
of Directors, for coordinating the annual trash 
clean-up at Saul’s Creek, and for keeping our  
finances straight at the Tack Sale and Poker 
Ride.  

We wish her all the best as she moves on to 
new adventures. 
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Andre Botha, RPT, DipMDT 

Carolyn Archer, PT, DPT 

Bria Rubie, PT, DPT 

Shannon Cruise, PTA 

130 Rock Point Drive, Unit C 

Durango Tech Center  

Phone 970-247-7895    Fax 970-459-8404 

ohanaphysicaltherapydurango.com  

Discover the Treasures of Slovenia 

on Horseback and Bike 

October 3-12, 2024 

Ride on the Karst Plateau of Slovenia through  
forests, hills, farms and small towns. Discover  
ancient caves, churches and castles, then spend the 
evenings at small inns indulging in the local food and 
drink. 

All guided horse & biking activities, in-house 
meals, travel and accommodations while in Slovenia, 
plus riding guidance and mindfulness activities are 
included for $6,000. 

Trish Lemke 970-946-7835    
joyrides.dgo@gmail.com, www.joyistheride.com 
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AUTO • HOME • LIFE 

BUSINESS  

JON SHERER 

970-259-1202 – Frontage Road in Bodo Park 

 

      ART BERG 

     WALLPAPER 

 

      Post Office Box 866 

     Durango, Colorado 81302 

 

     (970) 799-4451    (970) 247-1460 

 

 

 

Place your ad here 

For $10 per month 

 

Contact Kathy 

jksherer1@outlook.com 

�Richard�A.�Perce,�DVM�

�

Dedicated�to�

Quality�Horse�Care�

�

Phone:�970-880-2177�

aspenequineclinic.com�

Serving�SW�Colorado�&�San�Juan�County�
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P.O. Box 3521 

Durango, CO 81302 

www.4cbch.org 

Our Mission Statement: 

1. To perpetuate the commonsense use and enjoyment of horses in 
America’s back country and wilderness. 

2. To work to ensure that public lands remain open to recreational 
stock use. 

3. To assist the various government and private agencies in their 
maintenance and management of said resource. 

4. To educate, encourage, and solicit active participation in the 
wise use of the back country resource by horsemen and the  
public commensurate with our heritage. 

5. To foster and encourage the formation of new state Back  
Country Horsemen organizations. 

 

DON’T FORGET! 

You can now pay your dues online at 4cbch.org 
Open the “Membership” tab 

Select a membership level  
Fill out the form 

Pay with Paypal or credit card. 

and . . . 

A valid hunting or fishing license is necessary in 
order to access any land leased by Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife. They can be purchased online at 
cpw.state.co.us.  

Please report your volunteer hours! 
 

Go to www.4cbch.org and click on “Volunteer” 

or contact Cindy at morincindy7@gmail.com 


